
Program Overview
The FYI Program aims to prepare current international students for applying 
to top U.S. universities for undergraduate or graduate programs by offering 
an in-person multi-semester program focused on TOEFL and SAT or GRE 
test prep, academic English proficiency, and U.S. university culture. This 
program prepares students for collegiate opportunities upon receiving 
their certificate. FYI strengthens students’ academic profiles as they apply 
for top U.S. universities like UIUC and serves as a bridge to other institutions 
of higher education.

Objectives
•	 Prepare students for academic success at U.S. universities
•	 Strengthen students’ English language proficiency
•	 Prepare students for high performance on TOEFL and SAT or GRE tests
•	 Support students through the university application process 
•	 Foster an understanding of U.S. culture and university systems

FOUNDATION YEAR 
AT ILLINOIS (FYI)

24 
Nobel Prizes

29 
Pulitzer Prizes

1867  
Year Founded

56,000+ Students 
from all 50 states 

and 110+ countries

Global Education and Training (GET) would like to invite you to study at 
the world-class University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign. The university 
is consistently ranked as one of the top public universities in the United 
States and the world. Our Intensive English Institute (IEI) is internationally 
accredited and has been providing top quality English as a Second Language 
(ESL) instruction since 1967. 

About the 
UNIVERSITY 
OF ILLINOIS

•	 Intensive English Classes
•	 SAT or GRE Test Preparation
•	 TOEFL Test Preparation
•	 College Application Management
•	 Academic Writing and Presentation
•	 Essay Coaching
•	 U.S. Culture and Social Interaction

•	 Conversation Partners
•	 Health and Wellness
•	 Non-ESL undergraduate university coursework 

(for credit or no-credit)
•	 Non-ESL graduate university coursework (for 

credit or no-credit

Sample Program Components



Eligibility
We invite motivated students who are interested in 
improving their English language skills while receiving 
specialized support for the U.S. university application 
process. Applicants should have or be working toward 
at minimum a high school diploma and be eligible 
for an F-1 Visa. This program is also open to current 
undergraduates seeking to apply to U.S. universities for 
graduate school.

Application Process
•	 Begin FYI application form on the GET website

•	 Upload most recent official transcripts, including 
GPA (minimum 3.0 on a 4.0 scale)

•	 Submit TOEFL or equivalent test score, no required 
minimum (TOEFL Essentials, IELTS, or Duolingo scores 
accepted)

•	 Upon application review by GET staff, applicants may 
be invited to an oral interview

•	 Application will open on January 1st, 2023

Flexible Enrollment Options
Students are invited to apply for either 2 or 3  semester 
long programs depending on their needs. Those 
applicants seeking to improve their academic English 
skills substantially are encouraged to enroll for 3 
semesters. Start dates can be in the Fall, Spring, or 
Summer semester.

Program 
Start

Semester 
Dates

Application 
Deadline

Estimated 
Program Fees*

Summer 
2023

May 30 - July 28 Apr. 30, 2023 $6,000

Fall 
2023

Aug. 21 - Dec. 6 July 15, 2023 $11,000

Spring 
2024

Jan. 16 - May 1 Dec. 16, 2023 $11,000

*Program fees do not include room and board.

SCAN THE QR CODE 
to visit the GET Website



Contact
For general questions about the FYI program, please contact:

Grant Brewer
Associate Director for Strategic Initiatives
910 S. Fifth Street., Rm 214
Champaign, IL 61820
Tel: 217.265.7843
Email: brewer4@illinois.edu
get.illinois.edu

Fall Semester (20 Hours / Week)
•	 Reading / Writing (Levels 100-600)
•	 Listening / Speaking (Levels 100-600)
•	 Grammar
•	 Vocabulary
•	 Colloquium on American 

& Academic Culture (seminar)

Spring Semester (20 Hours / Week)
•	 Reading / Writing (Levels 100-600)
•	 Listening / Speaking (Levels 100-600)  
•	 Advanced Grammar
•	 TOEFL Preparatory
•	 Academic English for University Success
•	 1-on-1 essay coaching

Summer Semester (20 Hours / Week)
•	 Reading / Writing (Levels 100-600)
•	 Listening / Speaking (Levels 100-600)
•	 SAT Preparatory (Evidence-Based Reading/

Writing, Math, and Subjects tests)
•	 University Coursework
•	 Advanced Academic Success Training 

(Seminar): How to be a successful 
Undergraduate student

Sample Curriculum (3 Semesters)

ESL Coursework 

•	 Reading / Writing (Levels 100-600)
•	 Listening / Speaking (Levels 100-600)
•	 Vocabulary
•	 Advanced Vocabulary
•	 Grammar
•	 Advanced Grammar
•	 Pronunciation
•	 Academic English Reading & Essay Writing
•	 Academic English for University Success
•	 TOEFL and Advanced Academic English
•	 Colloquium on American & Academic Culture I & II

Non-ESL Advanced-Level Supplemental Coursework
•	 1-on-1 Essay Coaching
•	 SAT Preparatory
•	 Illinois Leadership Certificate (Training)
•	 Advanced Academic Success Training (Seminar): 

How to be a successful undergraduate student

University Coursework (Examples) 

Prospective Undergraduate Students

•	 Advanced Composition
•	 Composition I
•	 Cultural Studies
•	 Humanities & the Arts
•	 Natural Sciences & Technology
•	 Quantitative Reasoning
•	 Social & Behavioral Sciences

Prospective Graduate Students

•	 Graduate level university coursework specific to  
the student’s academic focus

Master Course List


